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There  are  wide  area  differences  in  the  proportion  of  their  acreage  allotments 
which  farmers  have  planted  to  cotton.  In  general,  farmers  who  planted  fairly  near 
their  allotments  in  1942  are  more  likely  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to 
over  plant  up  to  10  percent  without  penalty  in  1943  than  are  farmers  who  in  1 9M-2  and 
earlier  years  underplanted  their  allotments  by  considerable  amounts.  However,  in 
some  areas  scarcity  of  labor  and  prospects  for  favorable  returns  from  special  war 
crops  will  tend  to  reduce  overplant ing. 
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Summary 

The  Secretary  of  Agriculture's  announcement,  March  6,  that  farmers  are 
p^rritted  to  exceed  their  1943  cotton  allotments  by  as  much  as  10  percent 
without  penalty  will  tend  to  he  of  greatest  benefit  to  those  farmers  who 
already  have  "been  planting  fairly  near  their  allotments.     Farmers  who  have 
"been  planting  well  "below  their  allotments  will  he  affected  very  little. 
However,  allotments  have  effectively  limited  acrerge  on  many  farms  and  some 
of  these  will  undoubtedly  increase  their  acreage  this  year  as  a  result  of  the 
relaxation  of  the  restrictions  on  plantings,  despite  the  counteracting  effect 
of  the  tighter  farm  labor  situation  and  of  prospects  for  favorable  returns 
from  special  war  crops. 

Domestic  cotton  consumption  totaled  878,154  running  bales  in  February. 
While  this  is  a  decline  from  January,  the  consumption  per  working  day  remained 
Tirtually  unchanged.     In  each  of  these  months  total  consumption  was  less  than 
a  year  earlier — the  first  months  since ■ September  1938  that  this  has  been  the 
case.     So  far  this  season  the  consumption  of  American— Egyptian  cotton  totaled 
30,138  bales  which  is  about  one-fourth  higher  than  for  the  corresponding 
period  last  year.     Should  consumption  of  American-Egyptian  continue  at  this 
rate  for  the  remainder  of  the  season  the  total  for  the  12  months  would  be 
about  52,400  bales  and  the  end  of  season  carry-over  would  be  about  45,000 
bales  or  four-fifths  higher  than  on  August  1,  1942.. 

According  to  the  preliminary  ginnings  report  issued  March  20,  the  1942 
crop  totaled  12,437,883  running  bales,  of  which  12,363,823  bales  were  Upland 
cotton,  73,139  bales  American-Egyptian,  and  871  bales  Sea  Island. 

March  31,  1943 
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TEE  DOMESTIC  COTTOIT  SITUATION 

Karkei  Area  Differences  in  Proportion  of 
ATlot~ierrts  Planted  in  lc42  ' 

The  nap  on  the  cover  pa^re  of  this  issue  shows,  by  counties,  the  lc42 
measured  acreage  of  cotton  as  a  percentage  of  allotments  in  1°42.    In  most 
counties  there  is  -orobably  a  fairly  wide  range  in  the  percentage  of  the 
allotments  planted  by  individual  fanners.    Nevertheless  the  average  percentaj 
of  the  allotments  planted  to  cotton  as  shown  in  the  nap  indicates  which  areai 
are  likely  to  b<   influenced  most  by  the  recent  relaxation  of  cotton  acreage 
controls.    Permitting  farmers  to  exceed  their  allotments  by  as  much  as  10 
percent  without  penalty  will  tend  to  have  little  or  no  significance  for 
farmers  who  normally  underplant  their  allotments.     Its  influence  will  be 
pr  atest  In  the  case  of  farms  on  which  allotments  have  in  the  past  actually 
constituted  a  restraininr  influence  en  acr^afre. 

Of  course,  not  all  farmers  who  planted  near  their  allotment  in  1942 
will  exeeed  their  allotment  in  1Q4?.     In  many  areas  scarcity  of  farm  labor  q 
make  it  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  maintain  the  same  cotton  acreage,  let 
alone  increase  it.     Furthermore,  the  prospects  for  favorable  returns  from 
certain  other  crops,  also  especially  needed  in  the  war,  may  cause  some  faraei 
to  increase  their  production  of  such  crops  rather  than  cotton. 

Secretary  Wickard  fully  recognized  this  when  he  announced  on  Karch  6 
that  cotton  allotments  could  be  exceeded,  for  he  urged  farmers  to  plant  theii 
full  peanut,  soybean,  and  other  war-crop  goals  and  asked  southern  farmers  to 
increase  their  production  of  feed  grains.     Ee  said  the  10  percent  increase 
should  enable  seme  areas  in  the  Cotton  Belt  that  are  better  adapted  to  the 
production  of  cotton  than  to  other  oil  crops  to  make  a  more  complete  con- 
tribution to  the  war  production  program.     He  pointed  out,  however,  "the  seed 
is  only  a  byproduct  of  cotton  production  and  in  those  areas  which  can  grow 
them,  we  sheuli  remember  that  we  can  get  more  meal  and  more  oil  per  acre 
and  per  hour  of  man-labor  from  peanuts  and  soybeans." 

A  further  significant  consequence  of  the  fact,  that  seed  and  lint  are 
produced  jointly    is  that  farmers  who  strive  to  increase  their  contribution 
to  the  war  production  program  by  increasing  cotton  acreage  should,  endeavor  to 
plant  varieties  which  produce  lint  of  those  qualities  which  are  most  useful 
to  the  war  effort.    As  has  been  pointed  out  repeatedly,  a  cotton  farmer  makes 
his  greatest  contribution,  so  far  as  lint  is  concerned,  by  producing  as  high 
crade  and  long  staple  varieties  as  can  be  economically  grown  on  his  farm. 

Daily  Consumption  Hate  Unchanged  in  February 

Domestic  cotton  consumption  averaged  44,652  running  bales  per  working 
day  In  February  or  practically  the  same  as  in  January.  However,  owing  to  the 
smaller  number  of  working  days  in  February  total  consumption  was  only  878,15 
bales  compared  with  91a, 479  bales  in  January.  Consumption  from  August  throud 
February  totaled  6.5  million  bales,  a  scain  of  4  percent  over  the  correspond 
period  last  season.  So  continuous  has  been  the  rise  in  cotton  consumption 
that  January  and  February  were  the  first  months  since  September  1928  in  whicl 
consumption  was  less  than  in  the  corresponding  month  a  year  earlier. 
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Consumption  of  Arue r i can-Egyp t i an  Cotton 
One-Fo"urth~Hi  rrher "  Than  "in  1941-42 

Daring  the  first  7  months  of  this  season  30,198  running  bales  of 
American-Egyptian  cctton  were  consumed  by  domestic  mills.     This  represents  a 
25  percent  increase  over  the  consumption  a  year  earlier.     Should  the  daily 
consumption  of  Ame r i caSr-Egyp t i an  cotton  continue  at  the  7-month  average  rate, 
the  total  consumption  this  season  would  "be  .  52,400  hales  compared  with  a 
1941-42  consumption  of  46,813  "bales — an  increase  of  a.bout  12  -percent.  How- 
ever,  since  production  increased  so  sharply  this  season,  a  continuation  of 
consumption  at  the  above  rate  would  give  *>n  end- of- sea  son  carry-over  of 
American-Egyptian  cctton  of  about  45,000  bales  or  four-fifths  more  than  a  year 
earlier. 

Census  Reports  on  1942  Ginning  Season 

According  to  the  preliminary  ginnings  report  issued  March  20,  the  1942 
crop  totaled  12,437,883  running  bales.     This  compares  with  10,494,881  bales 
in  1941  and  12,297,970  bales  in  1940.     Ginnings  of  American-Egyptian  cotton 
totaled  73,139  bales  and  ginnings  of  Sea  Island  cotton  totaled  871  bales  this 
season,  compared  with  57,929  and  3,496  bales,  respectively,  in  1941- 

The  increase  in  production  was  slightly  larger  than  the  increase  in 
number  of  bales  indicates,  since  there  was  an  increase  of  36  pounds  in  the 
average  weight  of  the  running  bale.     Averaging  515.4  pounds  per  bale,  the 
average  weight  was  the  second  highest  on  record,  having  been  exceeded  only 
in  1937  when  the  average  weight  was  519.0  pounds. 

This  year  there  were  reported  to  be  12,433  e-ins  of  which  10,776  were 
active  and  1,657  were  idle.    As  in  most  of  the  other  40  years  for  which  data 
are  available,  this  represents  a  decrease  from  the  preceding  year  in  both 
the  total  number  of  gins  and  in  the  number  of  active  gins.     In  fact,  so  sharp 
has  been  the  decline  that  by  1942  the  total  number  of  gins  and  the  number  of 
active  gins  had  decreased  until  they  were  less  than  half  those  in  1916. 

Spot  Prices  Above  21  Cents  Daring 
Most  of  Month 

The  10-market  price  of  cotton  pushed  above  21  cents  in  late  February 
and  held  there  practically  the  entire  month.     The  high  of  21.38  reached  on 
March  31  was  the  highest  so  far  this  season. 
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COMPARATIVE  YIELDS  OF  OIL  ASTD  MEAL  PEF  HAHVESTED  A  CPE 
FBOK  PPJKCIFAL  OIL*C30PS,  BY  SLATES  if 

Greatest  Oil  Yield  per  Acre  From  Peanutsj  ..  f 

~Gre?.test  Meal  Yield  from  Sevoeans 

Estimated  potential  yields  of  oil  and  deal  per  harvested  acre  of 
cottonseed,  peanuts,  soybeans,  and  flaxseed  are  show  "by  States  and  for  the 
United  States  in  table  2-     These  are  gross  yields,  computed  without  allowing 
for  seed  requirements  for  the  following  year's  planting  or  for  utilization 
of  part  of  the  crop  as  food,  feed,  or  fertilizer.     The  basic  data  for  these 
estimates  are  given  in  table  1. 

On  the  basis  of  the  averages  for  the  United  States,  peanuts  rank 
highest  in  oil  yield  per  acre,  exceeding  flaxseed  by  over  20    percent,  soy- 
beans by  nearly  30  percent,  and  cottonseed  by  200  percent.     Soybeans  produce 
over  2-1/2  times  as  much  high-protein  meal  per  acre  as  flaxseed  or  peanuts, 
and  nearly  4-1/2  times  as  much  as  cottonseed.     Combined  yields  of  oil  and 
meal  per  acre  are  1,083  pounds  from  soybeans  541  pounds  from  peanuts,  510 
pounds  from  flaxseed,  and  278  pounds  from  cottonseed. 

State-by-State  comparisons  show  that  peanuts  have  a  higher  potential 
yield  of  oil  per  acre  bha»  any  other  oil  crop  in  all  States  where  peanuts 
are  grown  commercially  except  California,  where  flaxseed    produced  on 
irrigated  land  has  a  high  yield  per  acre.-   Soybeans  have  the  greatest  poten- 
tial yield  of  meal  per  acre  in  all  States  Where  they  are  grown  except  Alabama. 
Their  margin  of  superiority  over  peanuts  and  cottonseed  is  considerably  less 
in  the  southern  States  than  the  margin  indicated  by  the  national  averages. 
In  most  of  the  southern  States,  cottonseed  yields  more  oil  per  acre  than 
soybeans.     Flaxseed  also  yields  more  oil  per  acre  than  soybeans  in  States 
where  it  is  grown. 

Qualifications  Necessary  in  Interpreting 

the  Estimated  Yields 


Considerable  variation  in  comparative  yields  usually  exists  between 
different  sections  of  the  same  State.     For  example,  in  the  delta  section  of 
Mississippi,  which  is  especially  well  adapted  to  cotton,  cottonseed  yields 
more  oil  per  acre  in  relation  to  peanuts  than  it  does  in  the  remainder  of  the 
St"te.    A  similar  variation  exists  in  Louisiana  and  Arkansas.     In  Missouri, 
cottonseed  is  grown  only  in  a  restricted  section  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
the  State,  but  soybeans  are  distributed  widely,  so  that  a  comparison  of  yields 
of  oil  and  meal  from  the  two  crops  cannot  properly  be  made  in  this  State. 
Comparative  State  yields  of  oil  and  meal  way  be  misleading  if  used  without 
giving  consideration  to  sectional  differences  within  the  State. 


If  Because  of  the  widespread  interest  of  readers  of  The  Cotton  Situation  in 
relative  yields  of  oil  and  meal  from  the  principal  oil  crops,  this  section 
and  accompanying  tables  1  and  2  are  reproduced  with  minor  revisions  from 
the  March  1943  issue  of  The  Fats  and  Oils  Situation. 
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For  the  United  States  as  a  whole  about  7  percent  of  the  yearly 
production  of  cottonseed,  soybeans -and  flaxseed  and  about  6  percent  of  the 
yearly  production  of  peanuts  is  needed  for  se^d  to  maintain  a.  constant  acreage 
from  year  to. year.     For  a  particular  crop  in  a  particular  State  this  per- 
centage may  be  as  low  as  3  percent  or  as  high  as  12  percent.  '  The  correction 
of  gross  yields  per  acre  by  deducting  these  percentages  would  have  only  a 
negligible'  effect  on  the  comparative  yields  in  any  given  State. 

.    In  some  States  a  substantial  part  of  the  crop  is  used  as  feed  and 
fertilizer,  for  human  consumption  on  farms  where 'grown,  or  sold  through  . 
commerical  channels  for  human  consumption.     In  Virginia  and  ITorth  Carolina, 
the  actual  production  of  oil  and  meal  per  a„cre  of  peanuts  picked  and  threshed 
is  small  because -most  of. the  peanuts  are  sold  to  the  edible  peanut  trade.  In 
most  States  outside  the  Corn  Belt,  the  largest  .share  of  the  soybeans  harvested 
for  beans  has  been  sold  in  former  years  as  seed  for  planting  soybeans  for  hay. 

The  estimated,  yields  of  - oil.  and  meal  from  soybeans  and  peanuts  may  be 
too  low  as  an  indication  of  1943  yields  in  States;  where  these  crops  have  not 
been  produced  in  the  past  on  a  commercial  scale  for  crushing.     In  these 
States ,  yields  of  oil  and  meal  per  acre  from  soybeans  reflect  per-a.cre  yields 
of  beans  mainly  from. hay  varieties,  and  yields  from  peanuts  are  based  mostly 
on  production  of  peanuts  on  small  patches  for  home  use.     The  yields  in  both 
cases  may  be  increased  if  farmers  undertake  commercial  production  for 
crashing. 

Comparative  yields  of  oil  and  meal  per  planted- acre  would  differ 
somewhat  from  those  per  harvested  acre.     Flaxseed  acreage  planted  but  not 
harvested  averaged  6.4  percent  of  the  planted  acreage  in  1938-42,  and  has 
been  much  -greater  in^  some  earlier  periods.     Abandonment  of  cotton  acreage 
is  relatively  slight,  averaging  3.5  percent  in  1938-42.     Abandonment  of  soy- 
bean acreage  cannot  be  measured  because  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish 
between  the  acreage  intended  to'  be  harvested  for  beans  but  plowed  under, 
grazed,  or  cut  for  hay  as  a  result  of  unfavorable  growing  conditions  and  the 
acreage  originally  intended  to  be  utilized  in  these  ways.  Similarly, 
abandonment  of  peanut  acreage  cannot  be  estimated  because  peanuts  may  be 
grazed  or  hogged-off  either  as  a  salvage  measure  or  as  a.  normal  production 
practice.         '  ~ 
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Table  2.-  Potential  yields  of  oil  and  meal  per  harvested  acre  from  cottonseed, 
peanuts,  soybeans,  and  flaxseed,  by  States,  and  for  the  United  States 


State 


Gil 


Meal 


N.  Y.  . 

N.  J.  . 

Pa.   .  .  . 

Ohio  .. 

Ind.  .. 

111.  .. 

Mich.  . 
Wis.  .-. 
Minn.  . 

Iowa  . . 
Mo.  ... 
K.  Dale. 

5.  Dak. 
Nebr.  . 
Kans.  . 
Del.  .. 
Md.  ... 
Va.  ... 
V«  Va.  . 
N.  C  ., 

s .  c .  . , 

G-a  

Fla.  . .  . 

Ky  

Tenn.  . . 
Ala.  ... 
Miss.  .. 
ArK.   . . . 

La  

Okla.  .. 
Tex.  . . . 
Mont .  . . 
Idaho  .  . 
N.  Mex. 
Ari  z . 
Wash.  . . 
Oreg.  .. 
Calif.  . 

U.  S.  .. 


l CottonseedfrPeaigru.fr Soybeans  :Plaxgeed: Ccttonsesd.'Peanut  s:  Soybeans :Flaxse& 
Pounds       Pound  a    Founds      Pounds       Pounds       Pound?    Pounds  Pounds 


29 

100 

85 

65 
kl 
ibg 

ICS 
64 

Sb 

S3 
74 
h9 

43 


1U6 
121 


132 
72 


123 

710 

mm  — 



748 

— _  — 

126 

_  — 

— — -* 

—  — — . 

797 



16s 



 _ 

572 



—  — — 

173 

— — — 

853 

—  —  M 

19U 

267 

mm  V  1 

"507 

■/V  1 



1.032 

S02 

,    _  u 

142 

131 

758 

^40 

130 

215 



753 

119 

i<Pi 

748 

J°J 

179 

227 

S55 

J  J  J 

448 

—  — — 

110 

125 

398 



637 

270 

112 

l 

211 

m-' 

1C9 

171 



632 

p 

101 

161 

— — — 

100 

140 

153 

533 

J  J  J 

238 



105 

 — . 



-  664  ' 



10s 

— _ 

mm  —  — 

291 

102 

— — 

256 

486 

707 



105 

—  — 

608 

296 

S3 

—  

289 

494 

573 

189 

50 



251 

271 

349 

- 

213 



176 

If)  R 

>H 

199 

113 

285 

122 

401 

602 

176 

■72 

287 

294 

453  • 

209 

45 

173 

300 

285 

Ikl 

82  , 

245 

202 

517 

117 

96 

270 

211 

667'"  " 

116 

77 

201 

210 

653 

1S0  ' 
144 

53 

132 

162 

288 

3b4  ' 

273 

.  :  60 

141 

152 

259 

418 

353 

ii4 

21R 

213 

359 
215 


Computed  from  data  in  table  1. 


171 


178 

S5i 

214 
19U 

373 


177 


411 

350 

542 
206 


392 

6U6 
326 


912 


321 

38U 
3U9 

615 
333 


m 

■te 
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Table         STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


Item 


Unit 
or  "base 
perxod 


Prices: 

Middling  15/l^inch,  10  markets  Cent 

Farm,  United  States   :  Cent 

Parity  :  Cent 

Farm,  percentage  of  parity  »,....:  Percent 
Premium  of  1-1/8-inch  over  : 
basis  2/  : 

Memphis  » .  • . .  

Carolina  nBff  mill  area  •  *•: 

New  England  mill  area  •: 

American-Egyptian,  farm,  Arizona  ; 
SxP,  Hew  England  mill  points  3/  . : 

Cloth,  17  constructions  »: 

Mill  margin  (17  constructions)  ••: 

Cottonseed,  farm  price  »...:  Dollar 

Cottonseed,  parity  :  Dollar 

Cottonseed,  farm,  pet,  of  parity  :  Percent 
Consumption:  ; 
All  kinds  during  month,  total  1,000  hales 

All  kinds  cumulative,  total  :  1,000  hales 

All  kinds  per  day,  total  :       '  Bale 

All  kinds,  annual  rate  :Million  hales 

American-Egyptian  cotton,  total  .:  Bale 
American-Egyptian,  cumulative  . ..:  Bale 

Foreign  cotton,  total   . .:  Bale 

Foreign  cotton,  cumulative  ••«.,.:  Bale 
Spindle  activity:  ; 

Spindles  in  place  •  •  :  Thousand 

Active  spindles  .  Thousand 


Foint 

Point 

Point 

Cent 

Cent 

Cent 

Cent 


Percentage  active  ..:  Percent 

Hours  operated,  total  :  Million 

Hours  per  spindle  in  operation  ..:  Hour 

,  Hours  per  day  4/  . .  :  Hour 

Stocks,  end  of  month:  : 

Consuming  establishments  .:  1,000  hales 

Puslic  storage  and  compresses  .,.:  1,000  ha3.es 

Total   :  1,000  bales 

Egyptian  cotton,  total       •  :  Bale 

American-Egyptian  cotton,  : 
total  :  Bale 

Index  numbers:  : 

Cotton  consumption   :  1935-39  =  100 

Spindle  activity^/  Percent 

Prices  paid,  interest,  and  tares  :  1910-14  =  100 
Industrial  production  :  1935-39  =  100 

^Wholesale  prices  :  1910-14  s 


Feb. 


laag 


iSll 


Dec,  ;  Jan,  *  Feb, 


jf  ct.  01 
":  year 


19.23 
17*20 
18. 23 

93 


362 
5S9 


5 


94 

42.65 
39.59 
19.32 
45.  oU 

33.15 
136 

892.3 
6,233 


19.67 
19.55 
I9.3H 
101 


490 

670 

688 
U3.5 
U7.88 
40.62 
21,08 
44.72 
35.12 

127 

135^5 
4,  712 


20.44 
19.74 

19.59 
101 


450 

662 

688 
44.3 
4|.20 

40.62 
20.32 
44.34 
35.63 

124 

915.5 
5,628 


20.71 
19.68 
19.24 

99 


438 
662 

679 
43.5 
47.30 
40.62 
20*05 
44.88 
36. 08 

124 


1L 


878.2 
.506 

52 


45f370  42,523 

11.7  10.8 

4,667  4,602 
24,147  22,221 

16,409  14,063  l49058  13,594 
iLll,  889  77,485  9i.543iO5.i37 


5,b2 
44, 65S  44,6 
11.4  11.4 
3,927  4,050 
26,148  30,193 


108 
ill 

109 
101 


121 
116 
114 

113 
ill 

103 

104 

100 

109 
91 

98 
104 

93 
97 
87 
125 


24,028  2^,846  23,759  23,559 

23,088  22,887  22,890  22s859 

96.1  96.0      96.3  97*0 
10,478  10,7^4  10,820  10,246 

454  473  448 

16.2  15.I-   15.3  16.O 


2,582  2,56' 
12,212  13,57* 


2,507  2,529 
13,069  12,374 


14,794  16.143  15,576  14,903 
48,834  55,220  46,455  46,202 


174 
136.3 
147 

171 
141 


163 
127.9 
ir6 

197 

i^I 


171 
133.8 

153 

199 
149 


171 

135.9 

160 
203 
252 


93 
99 
101 
93 
99 
99 

93 
101 
101 

95 


4o,6i6  40,990  46,612  44,.  648  110 


98 
100 

109 

119 

106 


lOOi 

°^npiled  from  official  sources!    TJ  Applies  to  last  month  for  which  data  are  avail- 
able.   £/  Premiums  for  Middling  l-l/S  inch  based  on  near  active  month  futures  at 
*<5v  Y»rk.    3/  Sx?,  Ho,  2,  1-1/2  inch,  New  England  mill  points.    4/  Total  hours  per 
kindle  in  operation  divided  by  number  of  days  in  calendar  month.    %J  Includes  only 
*^2ks  in  mills  and  public  .  storage  and  at  compresses.    6/  Based  on  *>day  SO^hcvcr 
Pftf  Vv-ek  "arpemtioa. 
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